Los Alamitos High School

 SCHOOL SITE COUNCIL 

October 6, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m.  Members, alternates, and guests present:  Dan Bennett, Debby Brosius, Piper Brucculeri, Vivian Choi, AJ Crook, Kathy Currie, Paige DeLazzer, Fabiana Frasca, Brenda Frankenstein, Sarah Fuller, Kelly Godfrey, Micki Hill, Deborah Hiltzik, Jodi Hutchinson, Megan Irvine, Joanne Levy, Max Montemer, Lorraine Navarro, Deya Slade, Jill Sterling-Erman, Dr. Gregg Stone, Lisa Vulcano, and secretary Maureen Motsinger. 
Principal Kelly Godfrey opened the meeting at 5:30 p.m. by welcoming all returning members and guests present to the first meeting of the 2008-09 school year.  Principal Godfrey reviewed the four main purposes of School Site Council:  1) to review and approve the School Plan; 2) to approve the spending of any allocations from state grants; 3) to discuss possible new course offerings and approve as part of the adoption process – courses approved last year which are now part of the curriculum include French 2 Honors, French 3 Honors, AP Spanish Literature;  4) to disseminate information and answer questions.

The following parents were elected as new community members:  Sarah Fuller and Joanne Levy.  Alternates included Fabiana Frasca and Micki Hill.  Members present nominated and approved Lorraine Navarro to serve as Chairperson and Fabiana Frasca to serve as Vice-Chairperson.
Principal Godfrey reported on the Substance Abuse Task Force.  The Task Force was formed by Superintendent Dr. Greg Franklin as a result of the concern over the use of drugs and alcohol by students in our schools and community.  The Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force is comprised of teachers, students, parents, administrators (site and district level), LAUSD Board of Education members, community agencies, youth services and law enforcement.  The Substance Abuse Prevention Task Force is comprised of three sub-committees: Parent/Community Education, Intervention, and Deterrents.  
These committees provided recommendations/ suggestions which are being implemented this year.  Too Good for Drugs, is now part of the K – 9th grade education curriculum.  The Sept. 24th “Is Your Teen At Risk?” Substance/Safety Fair organized by Asst. Principal Phil Bowen was a great success.  The fair included several guest presenters as well as community resource booths and was organized in collaboration with California Youth Services.  These individuals and community resource agencies presented information and answered questions on a variety of topics ranging from substance and alcohol abuse to current drug trends.  Approximately 270 parents attended with very positive feedback and this fair will become an annual event.  A drug deterrent canine, Maverick, was introduced to students at a recent assembly and will be on campus once a month.  Over 1,500 families have approved random drug testing for their student.  The first random testing of 34 students provided no positive results.  Results are confidential and sent to parents only – the school is only notified of the number of positive tests.  An alternative for the current five day suspension policy now offers a two day suspension if the student participates in three nights of counseling at the district office.
Parents were emailed ID’s and passwords necessary to create their USD Online Portal Accounts in order to access their student’s records.  Parents without an email address were mailed home this information.  Students need to communicate with their parents for necessary information in order to create their own student account.  After discussion concerning privacy and security as teachers are also able to access medical information, members recommended removing access to medical information including immunization records and health office visits.  Teachers have been notified of necessary medical conditions from counselors with information noted on the Confidential Health List.  
Dr. Stone reviewed state/national testing results for LAHS.  Students performed quite well on assessments during the 2007-08 school year.  The Academic Performance Index (API) went up from 837 to 851.  The California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) pass rate was 95% in Mathematics and 97% in English/Language Arts.  Strengths in CST tests included English 9 (81% scored proficient/advanced), Algebra I, Algebra II, High School Math Exam, US History, World History, and Science.  Advanced Placement (AP) passage rate was also reviewed.  A member requested passage rates of each subject test be included in the minutes.  This information is below.

Subject                       
 # of Exams                           
    % Passage Rate


Art History  


16



100        


Biology            

18



94

Calculus AB              

42



79

Calculus BC            
  
21



81

Chemistry                    
68



91

Computer Science   
 
13



85

English Language   
 
176



80

English Literature      

174



84

European History   
 
66



73

French Language         
7



71

German Language           
5



20

Japanese Language           
9



67

Music Theory                 
18



83

Physics                             
50



68

Spanish Language            
24



96

Spanish Literature         
2



100

Statistics                        
34



74

Studio Art                    
2



100

U.S. History                 
146



72

World History               
66



95
Los Alamitos High School 40th anniversary events scheduled for next week include:  Wednesday – banquet at The Grand honoring 33 alumni and 13 teachers; Thursday – golf and tennis tournament with a reception at Old Ranch at 4:00 p.m. and an evening football game; Friday – minimum day with alumni invited to visit the campus at 12 noon; Saturday – Taste of Los Al.    

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.  Meetings for 2008-09 include December 8, March 9, and June1.  

