Mr. Eisenberg

Physics 2008-09


Formal Lab-Format (supplement to introduction)

All labs must be typed.  NO EXCEPTIONS. NO EXCUSES.
All pre-labs must be typed and include:  (Due on date lab is performed)
Heading- Name, Date (of Prelab), Lab Title.
Purpose- A one sentence description of what the lab is trying to accomplish written in students own words.

(1- sentence below heading)

Materials – A list of materials is provided to ensure that the lab can be replicated.

Procedure - The procedure is a description what steps were done during the lab section.  The description should be detailed enough so that another person with laboratory skill could retrace your experiment.  Be concise.  (Do not copy directly from the lab manual.)  If appropriate include a simple diagram. 
(Step by Step description/ length will vary by lab)

Data Tables- All data tables must be included.  It is suggested that tables be made on the computer.  If not made on the computer table must be clear, neat and legible.  Sloppy data tables are not acceptable.

(All tables must be complete)
Post- Lab includes Analysis, Graphs (if needed), Sample Calculations and Conclusion  (Due one week after lab is finished)
Title Page- Includes: Lab Title, Name, Date (Post Lab), Period, Teachers name, and Lab partners (1-page)  
Data- All data must be included.  Data should have the correct precision and units where appropriate.  It is suggested that tables be made on the computer.  If not made on the computer table must be clear, neat and legible.  Sloppy data tables are not acceptable.

(All tables must be complete)

Analysis- This section is designed to show any graphs and calculation made during the lab.  All analysis questions should be answered.

Sample Calculations- Included as a sub-heading of analysis, Sample Calculations should include 1 example of every type of calculation done in the process of the lab write up.  All data should be in the table but only one sample calculation is needed for each process. 
(All graphs included/ All questions answered)


All Graphs must be computer generated or done neatly on graph paper.  No Exceptions.
Conclusion- Includes the error analysis and possible causes leading to that error.  The conclusion should also include constructive ways to improve the lab.  Never write that there is no error.
(All questions answered/ One paragraph conclusion)

Final write up will include all Pre & Post Lab information stapled together into one final product.  (Stamped pre-lab must be included)
Labs write-ups must be the sole work of the student whose name appears on the lab.  Borrowing pre-labs, analysis, etc is considered academic dishonesty!
