Winston Churchill
Fulton, Missouri, 5 March 1946
The “Iron Curtain” Speech
Winston Churchill had lost the British general election in 1945 and
was now leader of the Opposition. In 1946 he decide to absent
himself from Parliament for a few months and accepted an
invitation to deliver an address at Westminster College in Fulton,
Missouri, the home state of President
Truman. Truman and Churchill traveled
together in the president’s special train.
At Fulton, Churchill made the
most important and influential of his
post-war speeches, in which he
advocated a United Nations peacekeeping force and the strengthening of
the ‘special relationship’ between
Britain and the United States. The speech is
remembered most, however, for Churchill’s description of the ‘iron
curtain’ that had descended across Europe.

A shadow has fallen upon the scenes so lately lighted by the Allied
victory. Nobody knows what Soviet Russia and its Communist
international organization intends to do in the immediate future, or
what are the limits, if any, to their expansive and proselytizing
tendencies. I have a strong admiration and regard for the valiant
Russian people and for my wartime comrade, Marshal Stalin.
There is deep sympathy and goodwill in Britain - and I doubt not
here also - towards the peoples of all the Russias and a resolve to
persevere through many differences and rebuffs in establishing
lasting friendships. We understand the Russian need to be secure
on her western frontiers by the removal of all possibility of German
aggression. We welcome Russia to her rightful place among the
leading nations of the world. We welcome her flag upon the seas.

Above all, we welcome constant, frequent and growing contacts
between the Russian people and our own people on both sides of
the Atlantic. It is my duty, however, for I am sure you would wish
me to state the facts as I see them to you, to place before you
certain facts about the present position in Europe.
From Stettin in the Baltic to Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron
curtain has descended across the Continent. Behind that line lie all

the capitals of the ancient states of Central, and Eastern Europe.
Warsaw, Berlin, Prague, Vienna, Budapest, Belgrade, Bucharest,
and Sofia, all these famous cities and the populations around them
lie in what I must call the Soviet sphere, and all are subject in one
form or another, not only to Soviet influence but to a very high and,
in many cases, increasing measure of control from Moscow, Athens
alone - Greece with its immortal glories – is free to decide its future
at an election under British, American and French observation. The
Russian-dominated Polish Government has been encouraged to
make enormous and wrongful inroads upon Germany, and mass
explosions of millions of Germans on a scale grievous and
undreamed – of are now taking place. The Communist parties,

which were very small in all these Eastern states of Europe, have
been raised to pre-eminence and power far beyond their numbers
and are seeking everywhere to obtain totalitarian control. Police
governments are prevailing in nearly every case, and so far, except
in Czechoslovakia, there is no true democracy.
Turkey and Persia (Iran) are both profoundly alarmed and
disturbed at the claims which are being made upon them and at the
pressure being exerted by the Moscow Government. An attempt is
being made by the Russians in Berlin to build up a quasiCommunist party in their zone of Occupied Germany by showing
special favors to groups of left wing German leaders. At the end of
the fighting last June, the American and British Armies withdrew
westwards, in accordance with an earlier agreement, to a depth at
some points of one hundred and fifty miles upon a front of nearly
four hundred miles, in order to allow our Russian allies to occupy
this vast expanse of territory which the Western Democracies had
conquered.

Whatever conclusions may be drawn from these facts – and facts
they are – this is certainly no the Liberated Europe we fought to
build up. Nor is it one which contains the essentials of permanent
peace.
The safety of the world requires a new unity in Europe,
from which no nation should be permanently outcast. It is from the
quarrels of the strong parent races in Europe that the world wars
sprung. Twice in our own lifetime we have seen the United States,
against their wishes and their traditions, against arguments, the
force of which it is impossible not to comprehend, drawn by
irresistible forces, into these wars in time to secure the victory of
the good cause, but only after frightful slaughter and devastation
had occurred. Twice the United States has had to send several
millions of its young men across the Atlantic to find the war; but
now war can find any nation, wherever it may dwell between dusk
and dawn. Surely we should work with conscious purpose for a
grand pacification of Europe, within the structure of the United
Nations and in accordance with its Charter. That I feel is an open
cause of policy of very great importance.
Churchill became prime minister in 1951 and resigned office in
1955. He was made an honorary citizen of the United States in
1963 – a unique distinction – and won the Nobel Prize of Literature
in 1953. He died in 1965 and was given a state funeral.

If now the Soviet Government tries, by separate action, to
build up a pro-Communist Germany in their areas, this will cause
new serious difficulties in the British and American zones, and will
give the defeated Germans the power of putting themselves up to
auction between the Soviets and the Western Democracies.

