Study Guide: The First 7 Presidents
State the importance, beliefs, or the key points of each of the following events that happened during the First 7 Presidents.
George Washington:
1. Development of the Political Parties – 
· Belief About Political Parties:
· Outcome (how did/didn’t affect America)
2. Washington’s Cabinet and their jobs 
· What were his cabinets and why did he have them?
· Enumerated or Implied Power?
· What is Precedent? 
3. Whiskey Rebellion –
· What was it?  Why did they Rebel?
· What is the significance? 
4. Washington’s Farewell Address – 
· Stressed 2 things – state what they are and how they affected America.
· #1
· #2
5. Hamilton vs. Jefferson – know the key points of each person’s political party
· Hamilton – ____________________ Political Party.  Key beliefs:
· 
· 
· 
· 
· Jefferson – ____________________ Political Party.  Key beliefs:
· 
· 
· 
· 
John Adams:
1. Alien and Sedition Acts – what are they and who were they aimed at?
· Alien Act – 
· Sedition Act- 
· Violation of which Amendment?
2. Kentucky and Virginia resolutions – 
· What are they?
· Why is it referred to as the First Nullification Crisis?
3. XYZ Affair – 
· Which country was involved with this?
· What is the significance of this event?
Thomas Jefferson:
1. Louisiana Purchase – 
· Who did we get it from?  Why did they sell it?
· Why did we want it?
2. Lewis and Clark Expedition – 
· Who was hired to explore the territory?
· What was their goal?
· Who was of vital assistance to them?
3. Embargo Act – 
· What was it designed to do?
· Was it successful?  Why or Why Not?
· Significance? 
James Madison:
1. The War of 1812 – Causes
1. 
2. 
3. 

2. The War of 1812 – effects
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
3. Battle of New Orleans – 
4. Washington D.C. and Battle of New Orleans -
5. America’s New Hero?
6. Economic impact of the war.  The increase of ______________________ in the North.
James Monroe:
1. Era of Good Feelings – why was his presidency called this?
2. Sectionalism – regional differences
1. Northeast – 
2. South – 
3. West – 
3. Monroe Doctrine – the message and key points.  Know the impact at the time and know that it has shaped our country since, as we have become a world power
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
4. The gaining of Florida from Spain
1. Adams – Onis Treaty:
2. The role of Andrew Jackson: 
5. The American System by Henry Clay (3 key ideas for success)
1.
2.	
3.
John Quincy Adams – did not win election fairly, won because of Electoral College.  Jackson/Common Man was very upset.
Andrew Jackson:
1. Jacksonian Democracy – political beliefs
1. 
2. 
2. Spoils System and “Kitchen Cabinet”.  What are these?
3. Nullification Crisis
1. Tariff of Abominations – 
2. South Carolina’s role – 
3. Second Nullification Crisis – 
4. Supremacy Clause –  
4. Indians Removal (relocation) Act – 
1. Negative –
2. Positive - 
5. Trail of Tears – 
1. Which Tribe was affected?
2. Why is it called the Trail of Tears?
3. Assimilation - 
6. Jackson rejection of the Supreme Court Decision
1. Significance - 
